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Celebrating Women’s
History Month

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN HISTORY
Health Care
Finally Passes:
What Will It Mean
For Black People?

President Barack Obama

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WA SHI NGTON, D.C .
(NNPA) – It finally passed.
The health care bill for which
President Barack Obama has
vehemently fought almost
since Day One at the White
House has finally passed both
houses of Congress and is
headed to his desk for his
signature this week.
As Congressional Black
Caucus Members celebrated
the 219-212 vote, the
President put the historic
moment in perspective on
Sunday evening:
“Tonight, after nearly 100
years of talk and frustration, after
decades of trying, and a year of
sustained effort and debate, the
United States Congress finally
declared that America’s workers
and America’s families and
America’s small businesses
deserve the security of knowing
that here, in this country, neither
illness nor accident should

Speaker Nancy Pelosi

endanger the dreams they’ve
worked a lifetime to achieve.”
He explained, “If you have
health insurance, this reform
just gave you more control by
reigning in the worst excesses
and abuses of the insurance
industry with some of the
toughest consumer protections
this country has ever known so that you are actually getting
what you pay for.”
“If you don’t have
insurance, this reform gives
you a chance to be a part of a
big purchasing pool that will
give you choice and competition and cheaper prices for
insurance. And it includes the
largest health care tax cut for
working families and small
businesses in history - so that
if you lose your job and you
change jobs, start that new
business, you’ll finally be able
to purchase quality, affordable
care and the security and
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Barbara Shorter

BY YVONNE A. MATT
SPECIALTO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Women’s History Month highlights contributions of women to
events in history. As part of this
cel eb rat i o n , we s al u t e t h e
following exceptional women:

Barbara Shorter

Barbara Shorter became the
first full-time female AfricanAmerica principal of a high
school in Pinellas County. She
was born and raised in St.
Petersburg, FL. In 1991, Shorter
became the first Gibbs High
School graduate to become its

principal serving Gibbs High for
12 years. In addition to running a
high school with more than 2100
students and 150 employees, Ms.
Shorter was also the only
educator appointed from Pinellas
County to President’s Clinton’s
Summit on Educational Issues.
She also served as one of 12 principals selected to participate in the
Governor’s Summit on Education
from 1996-1998, and Pinellas
America’s Promise Summit on
Education from 1997-2000.
Shorter is an active member in the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.,
Florida A& M University Alumni
Association, Ebony Scholars
Committee, and Pinellas County

Dr. Deborah Clowers Flanagan

Association of Black School
Educators. She was listed in the
Marquis Who’s Who Among
Women in America for several
years, and also listed in the
International Who’s Who of
Professionals, 1996-2002.

Dr. Deborah Clowers
Flanagan

D r. D e b o r a h C l o w e r s
Flanagan is the first AfricanAmerican optometric physician in
St. Petersburg. She was awarded
her doctorate degree in 1981 from
Indiana University, School of
Optometry. After several years
practicing in various modes such
as group, commercial and

corporate optometry, she opened
her private practice of Optometry
in 1990. Dr. Flanagan is the
medical director of DCEyecare
Associates and proprietor of
Eyewear Unique Optical. Her
practice includes the management
of patients with diabetes, hypertension, lupus, sickle cell,
rheumatoid arthritis, and other
diseases that have ocular manifestations. Dr. Flanagan is committed
to the community and over the
years has served several organizations. She is currently president of
the board of Your Place, Inc.,
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BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .
(NNPA)- Upon the 183rd
anniversary of the founding of
America’s
first
Black
newspaper, Freedom’s Journal,
NNPA
Chairman
Danny
Bakewell told a packed ballroom
at the National Press Club that
the power of the Black Press will
be its increased transformation in
2010.
“If we don't plead our own
case, if we don't tell our own
story, if we don't represent our
own community, if we don't
represent our own people who
will?” said National Newspaper
Publishers Association chairman
Danny Bakewell during his
"Power of the Black Press"
address at the Downtown D.C.

press headquarters.
“We have abdicated the
responsibility and abdicated the
true power of the Black press
when we don't tell the story as it
is. When we allow the New York
Times to define what the
Congressional Black Caucus is
while we just sit by idly and
reprint what they say. We are not
a people who can't speak for
ourselves.”
The “Power of the Black
Press” luncheon brought out a
who's who of Black leadership.
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Rev. Al
Sharpton,
National
Urban
League chief executive officer
and President Marc Morial; the
newly elected chairwoman of the
NAACP Roslyn Brock all
attended; Harry Alford, co-
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NNPA Chairman
Danny Bakewell
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education.
We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a
territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading
enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Health Care: Finally A
Semlance Of Justice

BY REV. AL
SHARPTON
NNPA
COLUMNIST

( N N PA ) - I t w a s t h e
second annual convention of
the Medical Committee for
Human Rights in 1965. And
during this conference in
Chicago, our great civil rights
leader, the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., delivered a
speech that till this day
resonates with those who see
disparity in our health care
system. It was on March 25th
– precisely 44 years ago - that
MLK said: “Of all the forms
of inequality, injustice in
health is the most shocking
and the most inhuman.” To the
220 members of Congress who
voted yes for health care
reform on Sunday, the citizens
of the United States at long last
say thank you for representing
our desires, thank you for representing our needs and thank
you for representing the will of
the people.
For decades, Presidents
have tried and failed to push
through health care legislation
that would begin to rectify the
unfair practices of health care
providers and the egregious
monopoly of the insurance
industry. There were efforts by
Harry Truman after the Second
World War, a push by Lyndon
B. Johnson, and who can
forget the unyielding work of
Bill and Hillary Clinton in the
1990s. But it wasn’t until
Sunday, into the late hours of
the night, that the U.S.
Congress effectively passed
this historic health care legislation. Following a year of
fierce debate and town hall
meetings that ended in
shouting matches, the

Democrats and President
Obama solidified their pledge
that change would indeed
come to Washington.
No one can deny that the
road to health care reform was
embedded with hurdles and
difficulties beyond comprehe n s i o n . N o r i s a n y o n e
avowing that all problems
within our health care system
will be immediately resolved.
But for the first time in our
nation’s history, American
children cannot be denied
coverage because they have
pre-existing conditions, small
businesses will receive a tax
credit for providing health
care, young adults can stay on
their parent’s insurance until
the age of 27 and insurance
companies cannot cut
someone when he or she gets
sick. And by 2014, annual
caps will be eliminated, health
care exchanges will be
available, adults with preexisting conditions will no
longer be discriminated
against and much much more.
Let us not forget, all progressive legislation – including the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 –
did not grant everything all at
once. Instead, it was amendments and other additions to
the initial law that created the
equality we know and enjoy
today. This health care reform
bill therefore is the first step in
finally achieving a semblance
of justice in an area that has
shocked and outraged
everyone concerned with the
betterment of humanity.
President Obama clearly
outlined his plan for health
care overhaul early on during
his campaign for the
Presidency. And after winning
the election, he spent the first
year in office not only fighting

for this legislation, but also
reaching across the aisle.
Incorporating both Democratic
and Republican concepts into
this bill, and making changes
along the way, the President
allowed an open exchange of
ideas that ultimately delayed a
vote on health care reform for
an e n t i r e y e a r. L e t ’s b e
blatantly clear about one thing:
Republicans influenced many
alterations to this bill –
including the loss of a public
option – and yet not a single
one of them voted in favor of it
this past weekend. As we
ap p r o a c h t h e m i d - t e r m
elections and other battles in
key states, let us never ever
forget this fact.
Not since the 1960s has
such historic legislation
passed the Congress and
appeared before the
President’s desk. But also not
since that era have we
witnessed such open vitriol,
bigotry, and reprehensible
b e h a v i o r. T h e i d e a t h a t
members of Congress had
racial epithets like the ‘N
word’ hurled at them, and
others were spat at only proves
the fact that we are unfortunately a long long way from
even being close to a postracial society. And to those
pundits and voices on the right
that stoke this sort of behavior,
you will only lose in the end.
You doubted President Obama
and the Democrats – they
delivered. You created hysteria
surrounding health care
reform all across the country –
it passed on Sunday. And you
continue to incite division and
racial disparity – and the
people will continue voting in
the way of progress. Yes we
can, and yes we will.
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( Yo u t h O v e r c o m i n g
Unemployment and Rejection), a
non–profit, faith based organization serving the youth of St.
Petersburg. She is the immediate
past president of Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment Corp.,
which helps to develop and
enhance successful Black owned
businesses in the Tampa Bay
Area. She is an active member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and
her local and national professional
associations.

Fannye Ayer Ponder,
Educator

Fannye Ayer Ponder came to
St. Petersburg in 1925 with her
husband Dr. James Ponder who
was appointed as city physician
fo r t he A f r ican- Ame rica n
community the following year.
Ms. Ponder served as the vicepresident of the National Council
of Negro Women, founded by
Mary McCleod Bethune, a close
friend and confidant of Ponder. A
graduate of Florida A&M
University, Ponder taught locally
for twenty years, organized the St.
Petersburg Metropolitan Council

Fannye Ayer Ponder

of Negro Women, organized the
City Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs, worked as a
Republican committee woman,
helpe d build t h e M el ro s e
Clubhouse, and sold thousands of
U.S. Savings Bonds during World
War II, including a total of
$85,000 in one single night in
Miami. Her accomplishments in
over 40 years of service to her
community and nation led to the
declaration in June 1972 of
Fannye Ayer Ponder Day by
Mayor Herman Goldner for the
City of St. Petersburg.

Peggy Peterman

In more than 30 years as a
reporter, columnist, and editorial
writer for the St. Petersburg
Times, Peggy Peterman fought
the twin battles of racism and
sexism in the newsroom while
consistently setting high standards
for herself and serving as a role
model for others.
She was hired to write for the
“Negro News Page” in 1965 after
writing letters to the editor of the
paper about racial inequities. Soon
after starting her new job,
Peterman successfully lobbied to
abolish the very page where her
articles appeared because she felt
it promoted segregation.
In writing columns that would
specifically convey the experiences of black Americans,
Peterman hoped “to paint the
pictures of black people’s hopes,
dreams, triumphs, tragedies,
successes.” She wrote primarily
about those topics closest to her
heart - social, children’s, and international issues - and penned
poignant, introspective pieces
until her retirement in 1996.
As a journalist who was
instrumental in creating a more
open environment for both

Classroom Management, and
Diversity. She serves on the Board
of Directors for the Pinellas
Association for Retarded Citizens
and the Board of Directors of
Pinellas County Head Start/Early
Head Start. Mrs. Brown serves as
the district’s representative to the
FSBA Board of Directors and
is a member of the FSBA
Multicultural Committee.
Peggy Peterman

women and minorities in the
media, Peterman offered “there’s
still a lot of work to do in
balancing the news. But I’ve got
to admit it is much better than it
was.” (Reprinted from the
International Women’s Media
Foundation.)

Mary L. Tyus Brown

Mary L. Tyus Brown, in 2002
became the first AfricanAmerican elected to The Pinellas
County School Board. She has
served as vice chairperson in
2005-06 and as chairperson in
2006-07. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in Business Management
and Human Resources and a certificate in Early Childhood. She
has served as a contracted consultant teacher for Pinellas Schools.
She has been a trainer in Business
Management procedures, Early
Classroom Curriculum,

Mary L. Tyrus Brown

WELCH ACCOUNTING

&

Angela Gail Ayer

Angela Gail Ayer was the first
black Ophthalmologist in St.
Petersburg. In 1949, Angela came
with her family to St. Petersburg
from Gainesville, Florida. She
was educated in the Pinellas
County School System through
the tenth grade, and in 1962,
completed her high school studies
at The Oakwood Friends School
in Poughkeepsie, New York. She
received the Bachelor of Arts
degree from Fisk University,
Nashville, Tennessee in 1966. In
1974, Angela received her
medical degree from Meharry
Medical College. Her residency
was completed in St. Louis,
Missouri.
Prior to entering medical
school, Angela worked for The
Southern Education Foundation,
Columbia, South Carolina; The
National Urban League, and The
National Urban Coalition, both in
Washington, D.C. After completing her college and medical
training, Angela returned to St.
Petersburg to care for her ailing
parents, and assumed the position
of Chief of Ophthalmology at Bay
Pines Veteran’s Administration
Medical Center.
The Ayer family tradition and
commitment to service were
reflected in her decision to
become actively involved in professional and civic organizations

Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
60 YEARS OF SERVICE • LOCAL OWNED AND OPERATED

Deanie K. Victor

Deanie K. Victor established
Deanie K’s Sandwich Shop in
1968 and Deanie K’s Beauty Shop
in 1973, and today has celebrated
42 years as a successful entrepreneur.

2003 Ford Explorer
Sport XLT

$8,995

$10,995

Red/Tan, Sunroof,
Leather, Alloys, 47K mi.

C. Bette Wimbish was the
first black female lawyer in
Pinellas County and the third in
the state, as well as a trailblazer for
civil rights causes. Mrs. Wimbish
left her biggest mark in public life
and civic activism, from
leading desegregation efforts
with her husband, Dr. Ralph
Wimbish, to her work as a deputy
commerce secretary under then-
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$18,995

2006 Hummer H-3
Steel Blue/Black, Auto,
Sunroof, NAVI,
Chrome Wheels, Cert

$22,995

2007 Cadillac DTS

Black/Tan, Biaritz Roof,
NAVI, Chrome Wheels,
Gold Pkg. Cert

$25,995

$10,995

$14,995

2007 Buick
Lucerne CXL

2007 Buick
Lacrosse CXL

V-6, Assorted Colors,
Chrome Wheels, Leather,
4 in stock from

Beige/Beige, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 32K mi.
Like New

2008 SAAB
9.5 Aero Sedan

2008 SAAB 9.3 2.0 T

$23,995

$23,995

$18,995

Red/Beige, Sunroof,
Hot/Cold Seats,
Chrome Wheels, 59K mi.

$19,995

$18,995

2007 Hummer H-3

Assorted Colors, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 8 in stock,
Cert. from

$17,995

2007 Cadillac DTS

Assorted Colors, Chrome
Wheels, Hot/Cold Seats,
9 in stock. Cert from

$21,995

2007 Cadillac SRX

Black/Beige, Leather,
Sunroof, Chrome Wheels,
19K mi. Cert

V-6 Auto, Sunroof, Leather,
3rd row, 2 in stock
Cert from

2008 SAAB 97X Areo

2008 Lexus ES 350

2007 - 2008
Cadillac Escalade

2007 Cadillac
Escalade ESV

$26,995

$26,995

Black/Shade, Auto, Sunroof,
Leather, Chroms Wheels, Cert

6.0 V-8, Black/Black,
NAVI, Sunroof,
20” Wheels, Cert.

White/Tan, Sunroof,
Alloys, 33K mi.
Like New

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

$25,995

Sunroof, NAVI, 22” Wheels,
5 in stock. Cert from

$38,995

$25,995

Black/Black, NAVI,
Sunroof, Dual DVDs, 22”
Wheels, 55K mi.

$39,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

$79.99

2007 Cadillac CTS

Conv. Red/Black, Auto,
Leather, Chrome Wheels,
34K mi. Cert

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

$129.99

2007 Cadillac DTS

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: M-Th 8:30 AM - 7 PM
Fri 8:30 AM - 6 PM • Sat 9:00 AM - 5 PM

2830 34th Street South • St. Petersburg
(In the Aldi Plaza - formerly Food Lion)
727-866-1200

Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

Specials Just In
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Includes: Shirt, Tie,
Hankie, Socks & Shoes

SUITS
Starting at

C. Bette Wimbish,
Attorney

Beige/Beige, Biaritz Roof,
Spoiler, Chrome Wheels,
Custom Grill, 22K mi.

BOY’S SUIT PACKAGES
Starting at

North Central Bible College
in 1966. Mrs. Victor’s family
describes her as sophisticated,
elegant, and classy. They all credit
her for being the spiritual leader in
the family who showed them how
to be a Christian.
Deanie is a member of the
National Council of Negro
Women and the Ladies Ministry
of The Church of God. Mrs.
Victor is Married to Rev. Gustave
R. Victor, and serves as First Lady
of Wauchula Church of God.

2004 Cadillac Deville

MEN’S SUIT PACKAGES

Starting at

Deanie K. Victor

2001 Cadillac
Deville

Beige/Beige, Biaritz Roof,
Spoiler, Chrome Wheels,
64K mi.

White/Tan, Sunroof,
Leather, Alloys, 20K mi.

Step in STYLE

10% DISCOUNT NOW THROUGH APRIL 1, 2010

Angela was a Board Member
of The Arts Center, member of the
St. Petersburg Chapter of The
Links, Inc., and Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. An active
member of Bartholomew’s
E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , An g e l a
delighted in participating in
church rituals.

Victor graduated from Apex
Beauty School in 1960, Zion
Bible Institute in 1963, and

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

V-6, Auto, Beige/Beige,
17” Wheels, Lux Pack,
20K mi. Like New

1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910

Angela Gail Ayer

2002 Ford Explorer
Sport XLT

2005 Cadillac CTS

TAX SERVICE

throughout the Bay Area. Angela
was a Board Member of The
Pinellas County Medical Society,
which admitted her father as one
of the first four Black physicians
in 1967. Additionally, Angela was
a Fellow of The American
Academy of Ophthalmology,
Member, Alpha Omega Alpha
Honor Medical Society, American
Medical Association, National
Medical Association, American
Society of Cataract and Refractive
Surgery,
Southern
Medical
Association, Society of Military
Ophthalmologists, and Tampa
Bay Ophthalmology Society.

2 FOR $100.00

Huge Selection of Shoes • Shirts • Suits & Ties • Sizes 6 Months Up To 72

STEVE HARVEY • STACY ADAMS • SMOKEY JOE’S • GIORGIO BRUTINI
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Hidden Jazz Gem
In The Downtown Streets

BY: JAKE KEGLOR
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBUR G Nestled among the many bars
and clubs of downtown St.
Petersburg rests a spectacle of
jazz, well known by lovers of
the original American music,
but tucked away and drowned
out by the hustle of Central
Avenue.
The music of jazz legend
and St. Petersburg native Buster
Cooper jams the back bar of
JoJo’s in Citta every Friday and
Saturday night.
Cooper, 80, has played his
trombone and shared the stage
with some of the biggest names
in jazz and big band, including
Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald,
Josephine Baker, Tony Bennett,
and Frank Sinatra.
“You name them, I’ve
probably played with them,” the
lively Copper said from behind
large glasses with smoky lenses.
“I loved every second and still
do.”
Cooper became immersed
in the jazz scene in the 1940s,
following in his cousin George
Cooper’s footsteps. Buster
started his musical career
playing drums for George’s 16piece band.
Drums, however, were short
lived for Buster. His musical
passion took-off in the direction
of the trombone. He traveled
playing jazz throughout Florida
and big cities in other states. He
also performed in areas across
the Atlantic. Cooper, a Gibbs
High School graduate, was
living his childhood dream.
“I remember plenty nights
spent at the Manhattan Casino,
watching the bands unload all of
their fancy gear and play in
front of great crowds,” Cooper
said. “I knew I wanted to do
that; I wanted to be in one of
those bands.”
After playing in his cousin’s
band, Cooper decided to move
to Omaha, NE. to play in a
territory band with Nat Towles
traveling
throughout
the
Midwest. The band also played
gigs from Texas to Idaho.
“It was just too cold there.
That was the first time I saw
snow, and is where I bought my
first overcoat,” Cooper said. “I
missed home and moved back
for a little bit.”
In 1953, Cooper was offered
the chance he had been working
for and moved to New York

City. He joined the band of
Lionel Hampton for his first
European tour.
“We tore Europe apart!”
Cooper said. “The people
absolutely loved us and we had
to be escorted by guards in and
out of the clubs because the fans
were so excited.”
“Hamp was a showman,
too, climbing on the drum sets
and pianos,” Cooper said. “Fans
just loved him and us. Those
nights were unforgettable.”
Playing alongside Cooper in
Hampton’s all-star band on the
trumpet was award-winning
music producer Quincey Jones.
Renowned big-band trombonist
Carl Fontana also played in the
popular band.
After his time with
Hampton, Cooper moved about
until landing a gig with
Josephine Baker at the Olympia
Theater in Paris. He performed
with Baker for more than two
years.
Cooper traveled back to
New York City once the job in
Paris ended. In the late 1950s,
he joined the house band at the
Apollo Theater.
Cooper, while playing at the
Apollo, received a call from
Duke Ellington.
“He wanted me to come and
play fulltime in his orchestra,”
Cooper said. “I said no and people
thought I was crazy, but I had a
good thing going at the Apollo.”
Cooper eventually surrendered to Ellington and began
playing on weekends in his
orchestra in Cherry Hill, N.J.
Life after Ellington lead
Cooper down many paths. In
1973, he began to do mainly
studio work in Los Angeles,
where he recorded tracks for television and film, most notably
the theme for Murder, She
Wrote.
“I loved the studio work, but
it wasn’t the same as playing
live gigs,” Cooper said. “I
played live as often as I could
for fun when I lived in L.A.”
His later live gigs included
extended stays in the orchestras
of such legendary voices as Ella
Fitzgerald, Tony Bennett, and
Frank Sinatra.
After almost two decades in
Los Angeles, Cooper came
home to St. Petersburg, where
he landed a gig at The Garden
Restaurant. He played at The
Garden for the next 15 years,
until December 2009.
“The Garden was sold and I
committed to JoJo’s after that,

Renowned jazz trombonist
Buster Cooper playing
his horn alongside his trio.
The 80-year-old Cooper
plays with his group on
Friday and Saturday nights
at JoJo’s in Citta
at 200 Central Avenue in
downtown St. Petersburg

not knowing what was going to
happen,” Cooper said. “This is
the new up-and-coming spot
though … I know it will be
booming in no time.”
The man whose history
speaks volumes for his skill and
dedication to his art plays at
JoJo’s with his dedicated
drummer John Jenkins and bass
player Michael Ross.
Guest performers often play
with the Buster Cooper Trio.
One night, 23 year old trombone
player David Smith joined in,
and played with such skill and
passion that Cooper stayed on
his 80-year-old toes.
“I see a lot in David,”
Cooper said. “He doesn’t need
the fancy equipment and pricey
horn, because that ain’t what
makes you good.”
Cooper leaned back in his
chair and pointed to his chest.
“It’s all right here,” Cooper
said. “My heart keeps me going
and doing what I’m doing. I’ll
do it as long as I’m alive. … I
wouldn’t want to be anywhere
else.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
is a working newsroom staffed
by USF St. Petersburg undergraduate and graduate journalism students. To report your
community news, contact us at
727-327-2129
or
email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

It’s In Your Hands!
Take 10, Answer 10!
2010 Census Forms To Arrive
Soon In Your Mailbox

Why should you take the
time to fill out and mail in your
Census form? Here are just a
few reasons why answering a
few simple questions can make a
world of difference for our
community:
An accurate count of our
population translates into money
and jobs for St. Petersburg. The
Census is how the U.S. government determines how much
federal funding a municipality
should receive. Census count
figures are also used by business
and industry to determine the
best sites for relocation and/or
expansion. For every person not
counted, it’s estimated that the
city of St. Petersburg loses
$10,000 in federal funding over
the course of ten years.
We need to do a better job
responding this time around.
When a Census was last taken
(2000), it was estimated St.
Petersburg citizens only had a 63
percent response rate to the
mail-in form. We can do better!
Nobody is going to know
your personal business. Census
forms are entirely confidential.
In fact, after the data has been
counted, forms are sealed and
stored away safely for 72 years,
never seeing the light of day. Not

even the President of the United
States can review your Census
form.
Completing and mailing in
the form will save a knock at
your door. The forms are
scheduled to be in mailboxes
March 19th, with Census Day
being April 1st. Census takers
will begin knocking on doors in
June to survey those who have
not responded. Therefore, the
best thing to do is fill out the
form and return it in a timely
manner to avoid a Census taker
showing up at your door seeking
answers.
Census numbers determine
funding for:
- The Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) program;
- Pinellas County Head
Start/Early Head Start Program;
- PSTA bus transportation;
and
- Neighborhoods for Habitat
for Humanity housing.
Ce n s u s n u m b e r s a l s o
determine Community
Development Block Grant
funding (CDGB). CDBG funding
has helped to greatly enhance St.
Petersburg in many ways through
the years. For example:
Provided funding for the
22nd Street S. landscaping

project
and
intersection
improvements at 18th Avenue S.
and 22nd Street S.
Provided the financial
means for: renovation of the
historic Jordan School; the
existence of the Youthbuild
program; the Catholic Charities
roof project; historic Mercy
Hospital reconstruction; Royal
Theater renovation; construction
of the new Wildwood Center;
Jordan Park Hope VI infrastructure improvements; and refurbishing of Manhattan Casino.
Provided financial resources
for: homeless services in St.
Petersburg; CASA emergency
services; and supported funding
for non-profit organizations
Daystar, New Frontiers, Pinellas
Opportunity Council, Mustard
Seed Inn; and YWCA of Tampa
Bay.
In addition, food kitchens,
young women’s shelters, drug
recovery facilities, homebuyer
assistance programs, and home
repair assistance projects have
all been made possible in St.
Petersburg thanks to CDBG
funding.
So please, when the Census
Form arrives in the mail, take 10,
answer 10 – that’s all it takes to
help you and our community!

Poynter Offers Scholarships
For Writing, Journalism Camps
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Students interested in writing,
photography, design, video, or
interactive online storytelling
may apply for The Poynter
I n s t i t u t e ’s H i g h S c h o o l
Journalism Program.
Applications are available at
www.poynter.org/highschool.
Scholarships are available for
students with financial need.
Participants attend workshops
Monday through Friday, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Poynter, 801

Third Street S. Each week has a
different theme, and students
can apply to attend one, two, or
all three weeks.
The themes for each week
are:
- June 14 - 18: Writing (with
Poynter’s Roy Peter Clark)
- June 21 - 25: Design and
Photojournalism (with
Poynter’s Sara Quinn)
- June 28 - July 2:
Multimedia (with Poynter’s
Regina McCombs and Al

Tompkins)
Details at www.poynter.
org/highschool. Priority will go
to applications received by April
14th. Wendy Wallace coordinates the program, which was
founded along with the Institute
in 1975. Financial aid is
available.
Ideal candidates are
freshmen, sophomores, or
juniors. A limited number of
seniors and current eighth
graders will be accepted.

Family History Day

Family History Day is
presented by: Afro-American
Historical and Genealogical
Society (AAHGS), Tampa
Chapter. This seminar will
include sessions on how to start
the genealogical/family history

process. This includes how to
get started, using census records,
using vital statistics records,
organizing information, charting
information, and more.
The event will be held at the
John F. Germany Library

Auditorium, 900 N. Ashley Dr.,
Tampa, on May 15, 2010, 1-3
p.m. This is a free event.
For more information
contact Robert Wimberly,
President, AAHGS Tampa
Chapter, (813) 907-6978.
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continued from page 3

C. Bette Wimbish

Gov. Reubin Askew. In April
1969, Wimbish was the first
African-American member of
the St. Petersburg’s City Council.
Mrs. Wimbish entered Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical
College for Negroes (now
Florida A&M) at 16, intending to
become a doctor. In her spare
time she played on the school’s
tennis and basketball teams, kept
statistics for the football team,
and fished for blue crabs with
friends.

Effie Alexander

Effie Alexander was the first
African-American
Guidance
Counselor at St. Petersburg High
School. She was also the first
African-American recipient of
the St. Petersburg High School
N o -S o- We- Ea Yea rbook
Dedication awarded in 1980. In
1986 Alexander was the first
African-American to win a
Countywide Primary Election as
Candidate for Pinellas County
School Board. Her loss in the
General Election gave rise to a
Class Action Suit citing her case
as credence for court ruling on
single member districts in
Pinellas County.
Effie was the framer and CoF o u n der of the James B .
Sanderlin Center and is credited
with other human relations type
successes within St. Petersburg
and Pinellas County such as the
Big Ear and Cheqmate.

School Board and later became
the District Director of compliance.
Alexander was also the only
African-American named by the
Governor to the First Florida
State Drug Czar Committee.
At the time of her retirement
in 2005, she had served the
Florida State Department of
Education as the first female and
first African-American safe
schools and community services
director.
Among her duties as State
Safe Schools Director, was to
travel with State Attorney Bob
Butterworth on the State Plane to
attend or coordinate meetings
with other State Attorneys across
the country, as well as with the U.
S. Attorney Henry Cisneros.
Presently, Mrs. Alexander is
a student of Life Christian
University and is writing her dissertation for her Doctorate
Degree in Christian Education.

In 1995, she served as
District Director of Student
Services for the Citrus County

Karen B. Dunlap is president
of The Poynter Institute. She is
also the co-author, with Foster
Davis, of “The Effective Editor”
and “The Editorial Eye” with
Jane T. Harrigan.
She came to Poynter in 1985
as a participant in a seminar for
university educators, and began
her role at the school the next
year as director of the High
School Writers Camp. In 1989,
Dunlap became a member of the
Poynter writing faculty. She was
appointed Interim Dean in 1993
and Dean in 1994.
Dunlap earned a B.A. in
Journalism from Michigan State
University, an M.S. in Speech
Communication from Tennessee
State University, and a Ph.D. in
Mass Communications from the
Un i v ers i t y o f Ten n es s eeKnoxville.

Charlotte Mohr McCoy was
a graduate of Gibbs High School
and received her degree in
Pharmacy from Xavier
University in New Orleans.
After graduation Charlotte
returned to St. Petersburg and
along with Pharmacist Alphonso
Mitchell opened Doctors
Pharmacy, the first pharmacy
that catered to the needs of the
African-American community.
Doctors pharmacy was one of the
great businesses located on 22nd
St. S. and served the community
for decades.

Karen B. Dunlap

The Poynter Institute is a
school for journalists, future
journalists, and teachers of journalism. Poynter conducts over 50
seminars annually in the areas of
leadership and management,
reporting and writing, broadcast,
ethics and diversity, and visual
journalism. The school owns the
Times Publishing Company, the
parent company of the St.
Petersburg Times, Congressional
Quarterly, and other publications.

Amanda Howard

Charlotte’s entrepreneurial
desires led her to buy out her
partner and expand on her dream
for the thriving business.
Mrs. McCoy’s business
acumen was almost as important
as her desire for education. She
spent many hours volunteering
on boards and committees with
the Pinellas County School
Board. In 1970, Charlotte was
thrust into the role of surrogate
mother of her four youngest
siblings after a fatal automobile
accident.

bulletin, “Tab,” whose contents
included “Thoughts to
Remember,” as well as data on
the newest developments and
techniques in education.

Amanda Howard for many
years was a classroom teacher
and helped to coordinate special
programs at Davis Elementary
o n 3 rd S t . S . F ro m Dav i s
Elementary she went to 16th
Street Jr. High as their first curriculum coordinator and director
of the county’s first Curriculum
Library.
One would almost have to
know Amanda to realize the
vigor and vitality of this lady of
many talents. Mrs. Howard is
credited with having formed the
County’s first elementary school
band, and at one point in her
career, abandoned the classroom
to serve as principal of Union
Academy in Tarpon Springs.
For four years Mrs. Howard
edited a monthly curriculum

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Amanda Howard

Long-time residents will
remember Mrs. Howard as a
writer for the St. Petersburg
Times first Negro Edition. For 13
years Mrs. Howard was president
of Quest Federated Club.

Doretha Bacon

Alice “Charlotte”
Mohr McCoy

Alice “Charlotte”
Mohr McCoy

Effie Alexander

Karen B. Dunlap

Doretha Bacon graduated
from Gibbs High School near the
end of World War II. Soon after
graduation she opened her first
business, a beauty shop. Later
she moved to New York and got
a job in Manhattan as a babysitter. There she saved her money
and entered The New York
Institute of Dietetics, which lead
to a career in food service.
Mrs. Bacon m o v e d b a c k
t o S t . Petersburg after her
husband retirement and soon
along with her sister Alice
opened Doe-Al’s. Their menu
was written on brown paper
bags. They served fried chicken,
barbeque and mullet, collard
greens, okra and black-eyed
peas. Dessert was her delicious
sweet potato pie.
Remember those good ol’
sweet potato pies you use to get
from Doe-Al? Well, she’s back.
After church every Sunday you
can dine with Doe-Al. Check out
her roasted chicken or pork with
dressing, hot Buffalo wings, ox
tails, smothered turkey wings,
chittlins and everyone’s favorite,
hot fried chicken! Doe-Al’s
brand new location is, 4361 34th
St. S. at The Maxi- Mall. Listen
to WRXB Radio for more information.

Dorothy Bacon

Thursday, March 25 - St. Petersburg Festival of States:
Honda Grand Prix Illuminated Night Parade and Fireworks
will be held on Central Ave. to the waterfront of N. Straub
Park. The parade starts at 7 p.m. and fireworks will be at 9
p.m. For more details visit www.festivalofstates.com or
call 727-821-9888. Celebrate the official start of the Honda
Grand Prix. The Illuminated Night Parade has been a
favorite among audiences of all ages since 1969 with
fabulous floats lighting up the night sky, music, and beads!

Sunday, March 28 - Black Marriage Day. Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S. 2 to
4 p.m. www.woodsonmuseum.org or 727-323-1104.
Come out, unwind and join us as we celebrate marriage
and honor the winners of the 2010 Tampa Bay Black
Marriage Hall of Fame. Attire is casual and event is open
to the public at no charge. Please RSVP. Emcee: Ginger
Gadsen, 10 Connect News Anchor KeyNote: Gregory
Johnson, President and CEO, Pinellas Urban League
Light Refreshments and LIVE Music Sunday, March 28,
2010 2-4 p.m.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Infinite Potential Learning Center
2250 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
Ph: (727) 864-4752
Fax: (727) 864-4700

Hours of Operation: 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 (2 yrs. - 5 yrs.)
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 (Infants - 1yr.)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, and PM snack is provided
for ages two through five. Parents must provide
License #: C104493
meals for their infants.

H. & S. Swansons’ Tool Company

PRECISION MACHINING • TOOLING • ENGINEERING
PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA 33782

First Article Inspector - 1st shift position. This person
needs to have working knowledge of geo tol, basic insp
equip, & CMMs is a must.

Email resume to human.resources@hsswansons.com,
fax to 727-388-0765 or apply to:
H & S Swansons’ Tool Co. 9000 68th Street North Pinellas Park, FL 33782.
DFW EOE/AA

The following job is currently available:

• Fiscal and Business Analyst #00008802
For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stpt.usf.edu/jobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

HELP WANTED

Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in
The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay, plus weekly
draw against commission.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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NORTH PINELLAS

THE WEEKLY
B Y

SCOOP

N A T H A N I E L

Welcome to the “The Weekly Scoop” highlighting activities, events, movers, shakers, and
milestones in North Pinellas County.
Free Prom Dress
The Clearwater Main Library will host a
program titled Girls Gone Glam where girls
can get a new or gently used or new prom dress
for free, on Saturday, April 3rd. Event begins at
1 p.m.
This event is open to Pinellas County
students who will be attending prom this year.
Students should bring a student I.D. or an
official school document with their name on it.
Limit one gown per student while supplies last.
The Clearwater Main Library is located at 100
N. Osceola Avenue at Cleveland Street.
Restoration of Rights
On Monday, April 5, 2010, 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m., at the Martin Luther King Center,
Clearwater, there will be a “Restoration of
Rights” presentation conducted by the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties Union Foundation
of Florida). This will be done in collaboration
with the NAACP, Upper Pinellas County
Branch.
Thanks to Brother Bilal Habeeb-Ullah,
African-American Leadership Council for
giving me the word.
North Greenwood Street Fest 2010
The North Greenwood Street Fest will be
held on Saturday, April 24 immediately after
the Walk for Willa 5k and 10k Run/Walk. The
events main stage will be at MLK and Pine
Bluff, from Noon to 7 p.m. The Fest highlights
local vendors, talent and foods. This is a long
running event that is combined with the Willa
Carson Health Resource Center to create an all
day event. The Walk for Willa 5k/10k will
begin at 7:30 a.m.
NAACP, Tampa Metropolitan
Those of you who know Ms. Pat Spencer,

P A T T E R S O N

,

J R

.

NAACPArea IX Director, are familiar with her
daily email blasts. Last week she sent out a
notice to all NAACP Branches in the Tampa
metropolitan area.
Thursday, April 1st is the “Member In
Good Standing” eligibility deadline for individuals planning to enter the 2010 NAACP fall
election.
MLK Center After School Program
The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Neighborhood Family Center, Clearwater, has
openings in the after-school program for
children ages 6-14. This is a “fee-free”
program and transportation from school sites
may be available. The after-school program
offers tutoring and learning activities in
reading and math. Focus is on helping close
the achievement gap! For more information
call the MLK Center.
Organization of the Week:
Faith In Action of Upper Pinellas County
(FIAUP), Dunedin, is a not-for-profit, nonsectarian agency that uses neighborhood volunteers to enhance the quality of life and
promote the health and well-being of frail
elderly and persons with disabilities. The
efforts of FIAUP enables its participants to
remain in their homes as socially independent
and productive citizens of the community.
Two of the primary programs are
Independent Living Program (ILP) and Strong
For Life. ILP Volunteers provide services to
maintain in-home residency. Their services
include are rides to doctor appointments, the
grocery store, friendly visits, light yard work
and respite care for primary caregivers.
Strong For Life is a resistance exercise
program designed to support physical requirements of day-to-day activities and fall prevention for the elderly. This program is hosted at
over 30 sites in North Pinellas County.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Tax Deadline Approaches
BY JASON ALDERMAN

April 15 is right around the
corner. If a chill just went
down your spine, chances are
you haven't yet organized your
income tax paperwork, let
alone filed your return.
Even if you can't file or
pay your taxes by April 15h,
it's vital to at least request an
extension. Otherwise, the
pe n a l t y o n t a x e s o w e d
increases dramatically after
April 15th – generally an additional 5 percent of taxes
becomes due for each month
you're late, plus interest, up to
a maximum penalty of 25
percent.
However, if you file your
return or request an extension
by April 15th, the penalty
drops to 0.5 percent per month,
plus interest. Contact the IRS
early if you won't be able to
pay on time; they may even
waive the penalty, depending
on your circumstances. Call
800-829-1040 or visit
www.irs.gov for more information.
Another way to avoid a
penalty: The IRS does accept
payment by credit or debit
card, with a small convenience
fee that is tax deductible. Just
be sure you can pay off your
credit card balance within a
few months, or the interest
accrued might exceed the
penalty.
Here are several 2009
federal income tax changes to
keep in mind as you fill out
your return:

New homeowner tax
credit. If you bought a home in
2009 and hadn't owned one
during the previous three
years, you may be eligible for
a credit of up to $8,000; in
addition, existing homeowners
who bought a new primary
residence after November 7th,
2009, may also be eligible for
a credit of up to $6,500.
Eligibility rules and deadlines
are complicated, so read
"F i r s t - Ti m e H o m e b u y e r
Credit" at www.irs.gov for
details.
New vehicle tax
deduction. If you bought a new
(not used) car, RV or motorcycle between February 17th and
December 31, 2009, you can
deduct state and local sales and
excise taxes, with certain limitations, even if you don't
itemize deductions. Read
"Sales Tax Deduction for
Ve h i c l e P u r c h a s e s " a t
www.irs.gov for details.
Expanded college tax
credit. For 2009 and 2010,
Hope Scholarships have been
replaced by the more robust
American Opportunity Tax
Credit. Enhancements include:
Maximum tax credit
increases to $2,500.
Credits can now be
claimed for all four years of
undergraduate college, instead
of only the first two.
Those with modified
adjusted gross income under
$80,000 ($160,000 for joint
filers) qualify for the full
credit; it phases out between
$80,000 and $90,000

($160,000 to $180,000 for
joint filers).
Lower-income
families
who owe no taxes may file a
return anyway and receive a
refund for up to 40 percent of
the credit amount, up to
$1,000.
Read "American
Opportunity Credit" at
www.irs.gov for details.
Unemployment benefits.
Up to $2,400 in unemployment
benefits is tax-free for 2009.
Numerous free or low-cost
tax-preparation services are
available to seniors, military
and low- and middle-income
taxpayers, including:
IRS-sponsored programs.
(Search "Free Tax Preparation"
at www.irs.gov).
AARP volunteers provide
free tax preparation to lowand middle-income taxpayers,
particularly those over age 60
(www.aarp.org/money/taxaide.)
Military personnel and
their families worldwide can
get free assistance through a
program overseen by the
Armed Forces Tax Council.
(Check with your base for
details.)
This article is intended to
provide general information
and should not be considered
tax or financial advice. It's
always a good idea to consult a
tax or financial advisor for
specific information on how
tax laws apply to your
situation and about your individual financial situation.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support Our
Advertisers

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes was an
American poet, novelist, playwright, short story writer, and
columnist. Hughes is known
best for his work during the
Harlem Renaissance.
Hughes was the son of
James and Carrie Hughes. After
the separation of his parents,
young Langston was raised
mainly by his grandmother,
Mary Langston. Through the
black American oral tradition of
storytelling, she instilled in the
young Langston a sense of
lasting racial pride. He spent
most of
his childhood in
Lawrence, Kansas. After the
death of his grandmother, he
went to live with family friends,
James and Mary Reed, for two
years. Due to an unstable early
life, his childhood was not an
entirely happy one, but it was
one that heavily influenced the
poet he would become.
While in grammar school in
Lincoln, Illinois, Langston was
designated class poet. Hughes
stated in retrospect that this was
because of the stereotype that
African Americans have rhythm.
“I was a victim of a stereotype.
There were only two of us Negro
kids in the whole class and our
English teacher was always
stressing the importance of
rhythm in poetry. Well, everyone
knows-except us - that all Negroes
have rhythm, so they elected me
as class poet.” During high school
in Cleveland, Ohio, he wrote for
the school newspaper, edited the
yearbook, and began to write his
first short stories, poetry, and
dramatic plays. His first piece of
jazz poetry, When Sue Wears Red,
was written while he was still in
high school. It was during this
time that he discovered his love of
books. From this early period in
his life, Hughes would cite as
influences on his poetry the
American poets Paul Laurence
Dunbar and Carl Sandburg.
Hughes worked various odd
jobs, before serving a brief tenure
as a crewman aboard the S.S.

30th Annual Sarasota Jazz
Festival Begins On High Note

Malone in 1923, spending six
months traveling to West Africa
and Europe. In Europe, Hughes
left the S.S. Malone for a
temporary stay in Paris. Unlike
specific writers of the post-World
War I era who became identified
as the “Lost Generation”, such as
Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Hughes instead spent
time in Paris during the early
1920s, becoming part of the black
expatriate
community.
In
November 1924, Hughes returned
to the U. S. to live with his mother
in Washington, D.C. Hughes
again found work doing various
odd jobs before gaining whitecollar employment in 1925 as a
personal assistant to the scholar
Carter G. Woodson within the
Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History. Not satisfied with the
demands of the work and time
constraints this position placed on
the hours he spent writing,
Hughes quit this job for one as a
busboy in a hotel. It was while
working as a busboy that Hughes
would encounter the poet Vachel
Lindsay. Impressed with the
poems Hughes showed him,

Lindsay publicized his discovery
of a new black poet, though by
this time, Hughes’ earlier work
had already been published in
magazines and was about to be
collected into his first book of
poetry.
The following year, Hughes
enrolled in Lincoln University,
PA, a historically black college
and university, where he became a
member of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, the first black fraternal
organization founded at a HBCU.
Thurgood Marshall, who later
became an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United
States, was an alumnus and
classmate of Langston Hughes
during his undergraduate studies
at Lincoln University.
Hughes received a B.A.
degree from Lincoln University in
1929 and a Litt.D. in 1943 from
Lincoln. A second honorary
doctorate would be awarded to
him in 1963 by Howard
University, another HBCU.
Except for travels that included
parts of the Caribbean and West
Indies, Harlem was Hughes’s
primary home for the remainder
of his life.

At the end of a weeklong jazz
festival, it’s always a good feeling to
finish up with a great show! Smiles
on faces of the organization’s
members, in this case, the Jazz Club
of Sarasota, can say a lot about the
participating musicians’ performances. Smiles and pats on the back
was the general mood of Club’s
Board of Directors and concert
attendees at the end of the March
6th, Saturday evening performance
at the Player’s Theater, Sarasota.
All week long, the Jazz Club of
Sarasota had hosted jazz fans from
all over the country with top local,
national, and international jazz performers. Starting the Jazz Festival
on Sunday, February 28th at
Phillippi Estate Park, the Jazz Club
hosted the popular Jazz In The Park
event, showcasing 4 great bands.
Each band performed for one hour,
with the first note being played at 12noon by flautist/vocalist Dotti Anita
Taylor and the Tom Hamilton Trio.
It proved to be a great start. Scoring
a hit with the more than 500 in attendance, Taylor who resides in Hollis,
NY, performed for the very first time
in the Tampa Bay area. At the end of
her performance, Taylor stated
“Performing for an audience as
receptive as this one, only makes me
want to return in 2011.”

Next on the musical agenda was
The Level 10 Band from Tampa.
Known for its soul sounds and very
danceable music, in 2008 the band
was voted Best Individual Smooth
Jazz Band in Tampa Bay by listeners
of radio station WSJT-FM. And this
year 2010, they were nominated by
L.A. Music Awards for Best New
Independent Jazz Artist of the Year!
Their music was so hot that several
youngsters in the audience couldn’t
help but dance. The third group
coming onstage was the exciting
Lannie Battistini and Hands In
Motion Latin Band. This band
continued with music designed to
keep the audience’s feet jumping
with its’ exciting and upbeat rumba,
salsa, mambo, and Latin jazz.
Finally, last but by far not the
least, the Al “Coffee” McDaniel
Blues Band came on to do what they
do best…play and sing the blues!
Coffee has a blues voice reminiscent
of Barry White, Joe Williams, and
Marvin Gaye. He and his band
brought back some old but great
memories from the past, and were
seriously able to rock the entire
audience. At the beginning of
Coffee’s performance, as he hit the
first few notes of Marvin Gaye’s
famous and very popular tune
“What’s Going On?”, several in the

Al “Coffee” McDaniel

Photo Credit: Stevie Gaymon
audience began to shout, “Lord have
mercy!” Surely, a proof positive
statement indicating that the
audience enjoyed the performance.
Thus, Jazz In The Park started
the Sarasota Jazz Festival off on a
high note, leaving the jazz fans
begging for more. And, more great
jazz they received on the following
days. We’ll cover what followed
during the festival in our next issue,
so “STAYTUNED!”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HOROSCOPES
MARCH 25 - MARCH 31, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

What you say and what you do are in
harmony this week. The importance of
your idea(s) comes through very
clearly to others. They can see that
you walk what you talk. Communicate
your ideas through your values.

Your money instincts are itchy! Go
ahead and scratch, because you’ve
got the golden touch this week.
Promise yourself that you’ll take at
least one small step toward your
dreams each day this week. You go!

Relax a bit and review your “things to
do” list”. Move methodically, and
check off each item as you complete
them. You’ll be surprised by the
progress you are making. Spend the
afternoon with family, and friends.

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

A loved one may feel a bit neglected
as you pursue your material dreams
with vigor this week. Time set aside
for this person after you’ve made
some gains will prove to be extra
sweet. Try not to push a mate’s
understanding nature too far, though.

Your best self is on parade this week,
and wow! You look good! Co-workers
will beat a path to your cubicle, so be
prepared to turn chatterboxes away
gently. Give your honey a phone call
or send a loving email.

TAURUS
If you feel as if the vibes this week are
mixed at best, make up your mind to
only receive the positive ones. Tune
the transmitter in your soul to life and
give your spiritual a workout. You are
in charge of who you are.

GEMINI
A benefit arrives, and there’s good
reason to celebrate. Claim your blessing and do the happy dance! Loving,
supportive friends surround you, and
family members are well behaved.
Enjoy!

CANCER
Look forward to some pleasant news.
There is every possibility for a
renewed love affair or a refreshing
new romantic interest. Free yourself
from the past and make a fresh start.

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Stay open-minded this week and
you’ll actually feel the good vibrations!
Co-workers will wonder at the smile
on your face, but let it be your secret
for now. Your smile itself will make
others smile about their own lives!

This week’s a good week to approach
that person you’ve been wondering
about. While you’ve been working very
hard, you need to play, too. Good playmates make work seem more
rewarding to you.

SCORPIO

PISCES

Big appetites this week! Indulge at
least one of your passions and then
get back to work. You are making
incredible strides toward your dream
by just reminding yourself of it. Drive
carefully and pay attention to brake
lights.

Can you take a week off from work?
It’s a perfect week to relax with a
loved one in one of your favorite ways.
Even if you can only spend a few
hours decompressing you’ll be surprised at how little it takes to feel bliss
this week.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

17 45 26
985
254
120

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
6-2 4-1
5-8 7-3
1-6 3-5

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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Pearl Says Vols Know
They Stand One Win From History

Bruce Pearl

BY TERESA M. WALKER

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP)
Reaching the regional semifinals
of the NCAA tournament has
b e c o me quite a ha bit for
Tennessee. Figuring out how to
win once the Vols get there?
Well, that's the problem.
T h e Vo l s h a v e n e v e r
advanced past the round of 16.
Tennessee is in the regional
semifinals for the sixth time in
school history and for the third
time in Bruce Pearl's five
seasons. The second-seeded Vols
(27-8) play No. 2 seed Ohio State
(29-7) on Friday night in St.
Louis a rematch of the 2008

regional semifinal Tennessee lost
85-84 after blowing a huge
halftime lead against Greg Oden
and Michael Conley.
Pearl said Monday that his
Vols have been playing for
history all season.
“This team is one win away
from going someplace that no
Tennessee basketball (men's
team) has ever gone. Every one
of us would like to have our name
on that accomplishment,” he
said.
This is the fourth time in six
seasons for Pearl to take a team to
this point of the NCAA tournament. He did it with WisconsinMilwa ukee i n 2 0 0 5 b efo re
Tennessee hired him away to
revive a program that had to hide
empty sections in its cavernous
arena with black curtains.
Asked if he feels not reaching
the regional final is weighing on
him, Pearl said no.
“But it will be if it
continues,” he said with a smile.
“It'll be a great problem to have if
every year I can't get my team
from the Sweet 16 to the Elite 8.
It's like when Mike Krzyzewski
got to the Final Four every year
but couldn't win the national
championship. That was a real
burden.”
Pearl is trying a combination
in trying to find the right buttons
to push to lead his Vols to
Sunday's regional final against

either Michigan State or
Northern Iowa. His Vols lifted
weights Monday just like they
always do, and they planned to
cheer the Lady Vols in their
second-round game against
Dayton Monday night.
But Pearl also has talked to
some coaches, trying to glean any
advice or tidbit he can use. Pearl
said he plans to throw in a couple
of different things at his team to
keep the mood light. And he will
tap Lady Vols coach Pat Summitt
when she's off her own gamepressure for some tips considering her eight national championships.
“I'll be interested to see what
her thoughts are,” Pearl said.
Tennessee has plenty of
experience this time around.
Senior Wayne Chism will be
playing in his third regional
semifinal, while this will be the
second for J.P. Prince.
The prospect of playing the
Big Ten champ pales considering
what Tennessee already has been
through this season. Hopes of
reaching the round of 16, let
alone a fifth straight NCAA tournament berth, supposedly were
ruined Jan. 1st when senior Tyler
Smith and three teammates were
arrested on misdemeanor drug
and gun charges.
Pearl dismissed Smith a week
after that arrest, and the other
three Cameron Tatum, center

Brian Williams, and point guard
Melvin Goins all had to work
their way back from suspensions.
That left the Vols with six scholarship players, and they worked
with three walk-ons to hand thenNo. 1 Kansas its first loss of the
season.
Tennessee then became the
first team since the 2001-02
season to knock off the top two
ranked teams in the country in the
same season with a 74-65 win
over then-No. 2 Kentucky on
Feb. 27.
The Vols are 9-3 over their
last 12 games including their 8368 second-round rout of Ohio,
the team that knocked out
Georgetown. Without using
Pe a r l ' s p r e f e r r e d f u l l - c o u r t
pr e s s u r e , t h e y a r e h o l d i n g
opponents to 38.2 percent
shooting during the tournament,
a stat that slumps to 29.5 percent
from 3-point range. They also are
grabbing 3.5 more rebounds per
game.
That has stoked expectations
not just from Tennessee fans but
the Vols' themselves.
Pearl said Northern Iowa's
upset of Kansas has all four
teams heading to St. Louis for a
two-game stretch where each has
to like the odds of advancing.
“We've got to look at it the
exact same way. We're two wins
away from going to the Final
Four,” Pearl said.

Zydrunas Ilgauskas
Signs Deal To Return To Cavs

Zydrunas Ilgauskas

CLEVELAND (AP) - Zydrunas
Ilgauskas' agent called Cavaliers
general manager Danny Ferry at
8:30 a.m. Monday, the first day
Ilgauskas was eligible to re-sign
with Cleveland.
It took a little longer than
e x p e cted, the dea l wasn' t
announced until Tuesday afternoon,
but Ilgauskas is back with the
only team he has ever known.
"If I would've left and the
t e a m w on a championship

without me," he said, "I don't
think I could've ever forgave
myself."
Ilgauskas signed to play for
the rest of the season in
Cleveland and traveled with the
Cavaliers to New Orleans on
Tuesday. Coach Mike Brown
said he will likely play against
the Hornets on Wednesday.
To make room on the roster,
Cleveland waived second-year
forward Darnell Jackson.
"Z has been a good friend of
mine and others in the organization," said Ferry, who played
with Ilgauskas in Cleveland.
"We're excited to have the
Ilgauskas fam i l y b ack i n
Cleveland. This is where they
really wanted to be."
It's been a difficult season for
the veteran center. He became a
bench player for the first time in
his career when the team
acquired Shaquille O'Neal last
summer, then he was upset when
Brown didn't play him the night
he was expected to break the
franchise's record for most games
played.
When Ferry traded his former
teammate to Washington in the
three-team deal that brought

Antawn Jamison and Sebastian
Telfair to Cleveland, Ilgauskas
had to take a few days to calm his
em o t i o n s an d co l l ect h i s
thoughts.
"It's been a strange season,"
he said.
Washington subsequently
bought out his contract before he
ever played a game, making him
a free agent. While multiple
teams around the league showed
great interest, Ilgauskas ultimately chose to return to Cleveland.
He had to wait 30 days under
league rules, but passed the time
by working out on his own and
getting rare time off with his
family.
He returns averaging 7.5
points and 5.3 rebounds this
season. Brown hasn't decided
whether he'll continue to come
off the bench or start while
O'Neal is out for the remainder of
the regular season after thumb
surgery.
Cleveland used its biannual
exception to sign him for the rest
of the season. The 34-year-old
has previously hinted at retirement but has since changed his
mind. His agent, Herb Rudoy,
said he plans to become an unre-

stricted free agent this summer.
"With a guy that is his size
and with his skill level and ability
to shoot the ball, he has a lot of
years left in him," Brown said.
"We only bring positives to the
organization and to our team with
him in the mix."
Ferry warned Ilgauskas
before the season he could be
traded because of his expiring
contract. That didn't make the
emotion of the moment any
easier. Ferry said his e-mail and
voicemail filled up with
messages from fans upset that he
traded one of the most popular
players in franchise history.
It was those same people who
brought Ilgauskas back. He said
he was overwhelmed by the
support of Cavaliers fans who
begged him to return once he
became available.
"The way people in
Cleveland and the fans have
reacted has really humbled me in
a positive way," Ilgauskas said.
"Their support has been unbelievable. I'm from Lithuania and
I'll always be proud of it, but this
has become a home to me."

Gibbs Jr. Gladiators Join New Conference

The Gibbs Jr. Gladiators
will be joining the foundation
for youth pop warner football
conference for the 2010
football season.
Gibbs had long been a
member of the pinellas youth
football conference. Seeking
something new and exciting

gibbs decided to join pop
warner for this and hopefully
many more seasons.
Pop Warner is a nationally
run youth football league that
has organizations in 47 states.
They focus primarily on
academic success and total
participation. The FYD pop

warner conference is comprised
of 23 teams located in
Pinellas, Pasco, Manatee, and
Hillsborough counties.
Gibbs will hold its first
registration April 10th from
11 a.m. till 2 p.m. at the
Wildwood Recreation Center,
1000 28th St. S., for boys and

girls ages 5-15.
Pop Warner also allows for
tackle football for 5-7 year
olds.If you would like for your
child to participate in a new
and exciting football league
please come out on the
mentioned dates and time, or
call (727) 327-7867.
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STATE NEWS

First Lady Speaks On Health,
Education And Family

Florida Attorney General
McCollum Sues Federal
Government Over Health
Care Reform Legislation

BY BRIAN W. CARTER
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE LOS ANGELES
SENTINEL

LOS ANGELES (NNPA) President Barack Obama is hard
at work addressing the country's
unemployment and healthcare.
As the saying goes, "behind
every great man, there's a great
woman." This statement rings
true for our President. First
Lady, Michelle Obama, who like
the President, is also making
strides and influencing change
as she addresses important
issues within our country
As First Lady, Obama has
become involved with many
public services. She has passionately become an advocate for
families of the military. Obama
also visits homeless shelters and
is a strong supporter of
education. She also has changed
the White House cuisine to
include more organic foods.
Obama is an active
supporter of her husband's
policies and stance concerning
the country. She's an advocate of
woman's rights for which she
threw a reception at the White
House. Obama also supports the
economic stimulus bill. She has
shown her support by visiting
the United States Department of
Housing
and
Urban
Development and the United
States Department of Education.
On March 2nd, Obama was
a g u es t at the Na tional
Education Association's (NEA)
13th Annual, "Read Across
America" day event held at the
Library of Congress. The event
celebrated the 106th birthday of
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peace of mind that comes with
it.”
President Obama has fought
long for the bill, escalating the
battle after the death of his
friend and former colleague
Sen. Ted Kennedy last year.
Kennedy was considered the
Senate’s champion for health
care. The bill passed the Senate
on Christmas Eve.
Still, many will now wonder
what it all means for AfricanAmericans who suffer the most
from low quality health care and
health disparities. Members of
the CBC say they believe the
bill will make significant impact
in the Black community.
“We cast our votes for all
those people who deserve health
care but simply can’t afford it.
We cast our votes for our senior
citizens who will see their prescription drug costs go down.
We cast our votes for our
children and grandchildren, so
that they can live longer, fuller
and healthier lives. We cast our
votes in the memory of those
people who didn’t have preventive care and died prematurely,”
said a statement from
Congressional Black Caucus
Chair Barbara Lee (D-Calif.),
applauding the passage. “We
were vocal advocates for provisions in the bill to combat health
disparities,
illnesses,
and
diseases that disproportionately
affect our community. To those
who suffer from those health
disparities, our vote tonight
carries significance similar to
the passage of the Civil Rights
Act in that it fulfills a dream that
has been elusive for far too long
and for far too many

First Lady, Michelle Obama

Dr. Seuss and began a national
reading campaign.
"The President of the United
States reads all the time,"
declared Mrs. Obama. "We
make sure our girls read every
day. They can stay up an extra
30 minutes if they are reading,
so you know everyone in our
house reads every night."
On March 16th, the Grocery
Manufacturers Association and
other food companies invited the
First Lady to speak at a science
forum, where she addressed the
need for healthier foods and
snacks for children.
"We need you not to just
tweak around the edges but
entirely rethink the products you

are offering," said Obama.
She launched her campaign
to reduce childhood obesity at
the beginning of the year.
Obama has been talking to
schools and nutrition groups
throughout the country in an
effort to increase awareness
about obesity. She spoke on misleading food labels, portion size
control, and more healthy foods
endorsed.
Obama is planning her first
solo trip to Mexico next month.
She will be visiting Mexico City
April 13th-15th. She will meet
with First Lady Margarita
Zavala to discuss education and
economic advancement.

Americans.”
Accordng to a CBC
document, other key provisions
in the legislation that CBC
members fought to have
included are:
• Expanded support for
community health centers,
which play a vital role in
expanding access to preventive
and other care in our nation’s
most vulnerable communities.
• Greater support for
programs that will increase the
racial and ethnic diversity in the
nation’s health workforce, as
well as improved data collection
so that we can better measure
health inequities and develop
solutions to end all health disparities.
• Strengthening the existing
Office of Minority Health at
HHS, creating new Offices of
Minority Health across HHS
agencies, and establishes the
National Center on Minority
Health and Health Disparities at
NIH an Institute.
• Inclusion of coverage for
residents of the U.S. territories,
including a significant infusion
of new Medicaid dollars, as well
as access to the Exchange so
that Americans in the territories
will have access to affordable,
high-quality health insurance
plans.
• Guarantees transparency
on rates and enables state
insurance commissioners to
recommend to the National
Insurance C o m m i s s i o n er
whether a particular insurer
should participate in the Health
Insurance Exchange, taking into
account excessive or unjustified
premium increases in making
that determination. This will
hold private insurers accountable, ensure affordability, and

help provide quality coverage
for American families.
In addition to significant
health care provisions, the CBC
also fought for the inclusion of
many very important education
provisions including:
• Invests $35 billion over 10
years to increase the maximum
annual Pell Grant to $5,550 in
2010 and to $5,975 by 2017.
• Invests $2.55 billion in
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities and MinorityServing Institutions.
• Invests $2 billion in a
competitive grant program for
community colleges to develop
and improve educational or
career training programs.
• Saves taxpayers $61
billion over all by switching to
the less expensive Direct Loan
program.
House Majority Whip Jim
Clyburn (D-S.C.) also
applauded the long-awaited
passage. “Despite deafening
protests from the other side, the
nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office said the reforms
included in this bill will reduce
our deficit by $143 billion in the
first 10 years and $1.2 trillion in
the second 10 years. This bill
will also create jobs, 400,000
good-paying jobs, reliable jobs,
for every year and for small
businesses. Small businesses
will get a tax break on their
health care premiums that will
free up money for them to hire
80,000 more employees,” he
said in his floor speech. “Mr.
Speaker, we have debated this
issue for several generations.
The time has come to act. This
is the Civil Rights Act of the
21st Century. Tonight, we will
take a significant step to move
our country forward.”

TA L L A H A S S E E Attorney General Bill
McCollum today filed a lawsuit
against the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services,
U.S. Department of Treasury,
and the U.S. Department of
Labor alleging the Health Care
Reform bill signed into law by
President Obama this morning
is unconstitutional. The bipartisan lawsuit was joined by 12
Attorney Generals and is the
first challenge of the new law.
"This bipartisan effort by
Attorney Generals around the
country should put the Federal
Government on notice that we
will not tolerate the constitutional rights of our citizens and the
sovereignty of our states to be
trampled on," said Attorney
General Bill McCollum. "This
law represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty
of the American people, and I
will pursue this litigation to the
highest court if necessary."
The Attorney Generals from
South Carolina, Nebraska,

PRESS
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founder and president of the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce; Dr. Ron Daniels,
president of State of the Black
World, 21st Century and Dr.
Julianne Malveaux, economist
an d p r e s i d e n t o f B e n n e t t
College; Jim Winston, executive
director and general counsel of
the National Association of
Black-owned Broadcasters, all
served on the panel that
responded to the Power of the
Black Press address.
Sponsored by the National
Newspaper Publishers
Association Foundation, the
luncheon was emceed by
Denise Rolark Barnes,
publisher of the Washington
I n f o r m e r. T h e p a n e l w a s
moderated by Hazel Trice
Edney, editor-in-chief of the
NNPA News Service.
“Everybody wants to speak
for Black people but nobody
wants to listen to Black people
speak,” Bakewell said in his
address.
The chairman spoke boldly
about how the federal government spends millions of dollars
in advertising budgets
annually; yet consistently
leaves out Black media outlets
in its advertising buys.
“We're not asking for
nothing but respect and reciprocity,” Bakewell said. “But
we're not asking anymore. We
are demanding that Black
people get our fair share and we
get our proper respect and
reciprocation for what we do.
We represent 14 percent of the
population in America so we
want 14 percent of everything
moving in the federal government. That to me is not unreasonable.”
The 70-year-old Black
publisher's organization boasts
a member network of more
than 200 newspapers and a
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Te x a s , U t a h , L o u i s i a n a ,
Alabama, Colorado, Michigan,
Pennsylvania, Washington,
Idaho, and South Dakota joined
Florida's lawsuit, filed today in
the United States District Court
for the Northern District of
Florida.
The complaint alleges the
new law infringes upon the constitutional rights of Floridians
and residents of the other states
by mandating all citizens and
legal residents have qualifying
health care coverage or pay a tax
penalty. By imposing such a
mandate, the law exceeds the
powers of the United States
under Article I of the
Constitution and violates the
Tenth Amendment to the
Constitution. Additionally, the
tax penalty required under the
law constitutes an unlawful
direct tax in violation of Article
I, sections 2 and 9 of the
Constitution.
The lawsuit further claims
the health care reform law
infringes on the sovereignty of

the states by imposing onerous
new operating rules that Florida
must follow as well as requiring
the state to spend billions of
additional dollars without
providing funds or resources to
the state to help subsidize the
cost of implementation of the
law. This burden comes at a
time where Florida faces severe
budget cuts to offset shortfalls in
an already-strained budget.
Under the new law, Florida
will be required to vastly
broaden its Medicaid eligibility
standards to accommodate
upwards of 50 percent more
enrollees, many of whom would
be required to enroll or face a
tax penalty. Florida's Medicaid
program currently consumes
more than a quarter of the State's
financial outlays.
A copy of the lawsuit is
available online at: http://my
floridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/
WF/MRAY-83TKWB/$file/
HealthCareReformLawsuit.pdf.

combined base of 19.8 million
lo y a l A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
weekly readers. Bakewell said
that kind of power and
influence must be respected.
“We have a major, major
institution that we are at the
helm of,” Bakewell said. “And
we don't intend for this institution to do anything except
wield its power and influence
throughout America on behalf
of Black people.”
Black newspapers know
the stories of the AfricanAmerican community, Bakewell
said. He urged readers' support
to their community newspapers
not only through the good times
but also when times are trying
because, he said, their newspapers will continue to plead the
case of Black America.
“There is not one Black
civil rights leader, not one
Black elected official, not one
Black minister who did not rise
to their positions without the
assistance of the Black press,”
he said.
Freedom's Journal was
founded in New York City in
1827 by two free Black men.
“A hundred and eightythree years ago, our two
founding fathers John
Russwurm and Samuel Cornish
made a profound statement in
their original editorial, and it
simply said, and it is as valid
today as it was then,” We wish
to plead our own cause,”
Bakewell said. “Too long have
others spoken for us.”
Rev. Jesse Jackson, who
spoken before Bakewell, had
also declared, “A people must
tell their story or live with his
story,” Jackson said. “We must
tell our story.”
That which was good for
African-Americans was good
for the healing of the whole
nation, said Jackson. “You
represent the stone that the
builder rejected, Jackson said.
“And yet, in time, the rejected

stone becomes the corner stone
of the new order.”
Rev. Jackson spoke about
getting all of his news about
Haiti from the Black
newspaper the Philadelphia
Tribune, which, he said, told
the news that the mainstream
Philadelphia Inquirer would
not.
“It wasn't the earthquake
that did the damage it was the
poverty and neglect,” Jackson
said. Jackson compared Haiti's
7.0 earthquake, which killed
more than 200,000 people to
the 8.0 earthquakes of San
Francisco and the more recent
in Chile, in which the death
tolls were tremendously far
less. “We above all must tell
that story of Haiti,” Jackson
urged publishers and journalists in attendance. “No one else
has interest. We must get
deeper than the Red Cross story
... who's going to tell this story?
This is our story!”
NAACP chairwoman
Roslyn Brock is the nation's
oldest civil rights organization's youngest chair. And
while only less than a month in
her new role she pledged her
commitment to continuing the
NAACP's longstanding relationship with the Black Press.
And while only less than a
month in her new role she
pledged her commitment to
continuing the NAACP's longstanding relationship with the
Black Press.
“Relationships are primary.
All else is derivative,” Brock
said. Morial also renewed his
organization's commitment to
Black newspapers. He wants to
help Black publishers in
achieving economic parity in
the distribution of advertising
dollars. Morial said, “A strong
Black press is essential to the
maintenance of the struggle for
freedom, justice and equality in
this nation.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ
(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays, located in Scout Hall)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience
Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages)
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Marvin Charles
Lue, Jr., M. Div. Shepherd
and Senior Servant

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD HERE
Call 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Thursday Nights: 9:15PM - 9:30PM (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00AM - 10:00AM (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15AM; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30PM ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30PM; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15PM

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
LENT
In Psalm 32, we have words
attributed to King David. As a man
“after God’s own heart,” we know
that this passage reflects a believer
who intimately knew God as Lord and
friend. In this Psalm, David willingly
acknowledges his sin, admits his helplessness, and petitions God’s mercy
on his behalf.

Sin is always the cause of our
misery and it is always the cause of
our separation from God. It is only
through the sacrificial work of Christ
that we are able to be in covenantal
relationship with God and in right
relationship with one another.
Because Christ bore the sins of the
world, those who believe in Christ
will be graciously pardoned. There is
only one in whom there is no guile
and no iniquity: God’s only begotten

son, Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Please visit our website at www.fmbct h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net. Phone: 727906-8300.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Our Nursing Home Visitation
Ministry provides encouragement and
support to individuals and their
families through regular visits to
nursing homes throughout Pinellas
County. This ministry makes a difference in the lives of those unable to
attend church by bringing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to them.
“All Hail King Jesus, The

Crucifixion and Resurrection.” You
don’t want to miss this production by
Mt. Zion’s Music, Performing Arts &
Choirs ministry 7 p.m. Friday, April
2nd, at Gibbs High School
Auditorium, 850 34th Street South, St.
Petersburg. FMI: Call 894.4311.
The Children’s Ministry Bible
Boot Camp begins March 29-April
2nd, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., and provides
a weeklong study of the bible. The
boot camp will be held in the Youth
Fellowship Hall, 921 20th Street

South. Our Bible Boot Camp is free
and open to all elementary-age
children.
2010 Census: In partnership with
the U.S. Census Bureau, we’ve
provided space for a Census Bureau
representative to answer your
questions. FMI: Call 894.4311.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, is located at 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg. Phone
727-894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
UPCOMING EVENTS AT “THE
HOPE” (For Further Information, Call
727-896-5228)
March 26 - Prayer Shut-in

March 27 - Deacons Training
Church Engagement
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Sarasota, Florida
Reverend Patrick A. Miller, Pastor
Easter Production
April 2 – 7:00 p.m.

April 3 – 1:00 p.m.
Florida
General
Baptist
Convention, Inc., Orlando, FL.
April 5 – 9, Youth Prayer Breakfast
&
Young
World
Ministry.
“Homosexuality: What does that Say?”
April 10.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Brian K. Brown, the
Deacons and Trustees, and congregation, wishes an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon the community. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine-theme: a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. St. Mark is
willing to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
March 2010 Calendar Events
March 22-26 - Progressive M & E
Baptist State Convention
March 27 - Women’s Bible Study:
Faith in Training (FIT) beginning at
4:00 p.m. Bring a Bible for your
spiritual workout and wear comfortable clothes for your physical workout.

March 28 - 30 - Destination
Graduation Senior College Tour
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
Sunday
School
Teachers’

Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION
GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essays, and
financial aid/scholarships.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

Stewart-Isom Memorial CME Church

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922
and get a quote today!

This Month’s Sermonic Series:
“WHO is Like THE LORD?
NOBODY!”
Every Thursday thru Thursday,

April 1, at 7:30 p.m. “Road to
Resurrection” Worship Experience.
Join us as Pastor Lue leads us into a
greater understanding and appreciation

of the seven last words of Christ as we
prepare to be RESURRECTED in
Him! Every Thursday Evening at
7:30 p.m.

Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Please Plan to Attend The Annual
Finer Womanhood Program Of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Gamma

Zeta Chapter at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
March 28, 2010.
Traveler’s Rest Missionary Baptist

Church is located at 2183 – 22nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg.
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